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. Hotter

the Sex
Worker

Freedom
Festival

—Kitry Careless

EVERY TWO YEARS THERE IS AN INTERNATIONAL
AIDS ConrerENCE (1ac), where scientifts, health
professionals, politicians and NGos go and try

to figure out what to do about the global A1ps
problem. This year it was in Washington, as a
reward to the Usa for finally lifting the travel ban
on people living with HIv.

The explicit travel ban on sex workers and drug
users has stuck though; The US government re-
stricts entry to anyone who has engaged in pros-
titution in the last 10 years. No criminal convic-
tion is required as prostitution in defined as ‘moral
turpitude’ and the restriction also applies to sex
workers from countries where prostitution is legal.

Sex workers’ rights activists decided to throw
this exclusion right back at them and organised

the biggest international sex
worker gathering of its kind;
the Sex Worker Freedom Fes-
tival, in Kolkata, India. Over
140 sex workers from around
the world met together, as well
as hundreds of sex workers from
across India. Hosted by Durbar,
a sex worker union of 65,000 sex
workers, the festival focused not
just on HIV, but demanded a set of interconnected
freedoms: freedom of movement and to migrate;
to access quality health services; economic em-
powerment and the right to choose an occupation;
freedom to associate and unionise; freedom from
abuse and violence; and freedom from stigma and
discrimination. The week-long gathering included
performance, workshops, meetings, and the big-
gest sex worker demonstration I have ever seen.



1 was there to film with Sex Worker Open
University, and despite our lenses steaming up and
monsoon rains, despite a constant desire to sit in
on simultaneous workshops and generally be in
three places at once, we did manage to film quite a
few interviews. Here are some excerpts.

Interview with Daisy Nakato, Womens Orga-
nization Network for Human Rights Advocacy
(WONETHA), a sex-worker led organisation in
Uganda.

l Your group is fighting for the decriminalisation
of sex work. Why is this so important?

Sex work is still illegal in Uganda, but the law is
not very clear. It’s only proven when you'’re caught
in the action. When we are arrested we are
charged with being idle and disorderly, loitering,
this kind of crap. The punishment for sex work
when proven is seven years but it’s very difficult
to prove. So you go to prison for three months, or
you pay a bribe. If you are taken to court, you give
some bribe. All the time you have to keep on giv-
ing bribes, because every night police officers pa-
trol and arrest sex workers. They come with their
truck and put you inside, knowing that when you
reach a certain corner you will say ‘please stop, have
some money’, because you know, you left kids at
home and you don't want to go in jail. And when
you are arrested of course the media will come:
‘prostitutes, whores, kandahar* sellers—they will
put a lot of names on you. So you think, let me
pay a bribe instead. Which is again making us lag
behind economically because there is no way you
can save money.

Does criminalisation of sex workers also affect
HIV infection and access to treatment?

It impacts a lot. Because, for example, when a sex
worker is arrested, if you don’t have money the po-
lice officers will demand sex. And they don't use

protection. I've never heard a sex worker saying ‘T

was raped by a police officer and he used a con- -

dom.’ It has never happened. They always go for
unprotected sex. And if there are five police offi-
cers in one truck they will all have sex with you. So
you can imagine for example, 'm HIV positive, so
if they rape me, that means they take the virus—if
they didn't have it. And if they have it, that means
I'll have a re-infection.? And then the following
day they rape others. They continue carrying on
the disease. Because they have the power, they
have the guns, they have that uniform on. And
they know what you are doing is illegal.

We were talking to activists from Cambodia
and they said the same thing: she is HIV
positive, she is a sex worker, and gets raped
by the police and they won't use condoms
either. It's really mind blowing. We're not
saying that the problem with the rape is the
lack of condoms—we demand an end to
rape—but it is an added violence with deadly
consequences. It is killing sex workers.

In the past it has been difficult for sex workers to
even get tested for HIV. It has only become easier
since our group started. Before sex workers were
asking ‘why should I get tested? I am raped every
night; men force me into unprotected sex because
they have guns. They have all that power because
the work I do is illegal, so why should I get tested?’

So we started convincing other sex work-
ers—even if you find out that you’re HIV positive
there is ways to help you and keep you alive longer
and better than if you stay not knowing. So people
now get tested. But the worst thing is when they
find out they are HIV positive and find there is no
treatment. There is not enough medicine in our
country.

When I tested positive my hospital told me
I have to wait until one person dies before I could
get medication. Because there is no space for you,
someone has to die. It will not be too long, a per-
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son will die and you will get medicine. So I waited.
After some time they came and visited me. Yet I
was really bad off by this time because my CD4
count® had dropped to 4, and it was like I was dy-
ing at anytime.

stigma of HIV and of sex work, why did you

I You are out as being HIV positive. Given the
make that decision?

In the public you are called a whore, and when
they know you are HIV positive this is when peo-
ple will now start saying you are the ones who are
infecting the whole world. So sometimes people
tend to keep their HIV status to themselves in-
stead of opening up and getting treatment. You
live in that denial.

When I make myself public I am trying to
help other sex workers who are keeping quiet,
who are feeling shy, who are feeling it’s the end
of the world to be HIV positive. If I tell them I
have been positive for the last 13 years, they say
‘oh my god you look good!” I am on medication,
I've been doing sex work for all those years, I'm
HIV positive and I've never infected any person.
Because normally when I'm with my clients I be-
come a health worker: ‘you have to use a condom,
this is the way you use it, etc.’] insist. I make sure
I'am selling you sex with condom and you even
pay more than what you wanted to offer for un-
protected sex.

But I wouldn't really like a married woman in
the neighbourhood to go and start telling all the
women in the neighbourhood that I'm HIV posi-
tive. It would not make sense, why should you tell
everyone? But for my work, if I keep quiet about
my HIV status then I'm killing other sex workers.
I'm not helping them at all.

Interview with Amra Padatik, self run-organisation
of the children of sex workers, Kolkata, India.

When was your organisation created, and
why? What was the inspirationg

In 1992, in the red-light area of Sonagachi there
was many violations and violence given by male
pimps, by madams and by the local people. It was
decided that a sex worker organisation was need-
ed, and that sex workers themselves can form the
project. It was formed on a grassroots level-—sex
workers started uniting together to form an organ-
isation called Durbar. It was also in response to an
organisation working against trafficking by trying
to criminalise sex work. Durbar thought that sex
work is work, and it is a human right basically.

Amra Padatik was established in 2006. There
is a section of law which says children of a sex
worker cannot live oft the earnings of his or her
mother. I can't live off the earnings of my mum.
That is why we formed the organisation, to fight
against discrimination and to fight for our rights,
for our mothers’ professions, and for their rights
also. If the children do not respect their mothers’
occupations, then how can the people in the rest
of society respect it? We have united together to
speak up, to voice our own opinion. There should
be no third person to speak on behalf of us. We are
the children of sex workers; we should speak for
ourselves.

Currently the membership of Amra Pada-
tik is 500. We go around the red-light areas, and
every field where Durbar works. We talk to other
children, we motivate them, inspire them to come
together and work for the rights of the children,
and the human and professional rights of their
mothers.

B What kind of projects do you work on?

'The main objective of Amra Padatik is to be to-
gether, We came to know that the children of sex



workers have a lot of skills, a lot of talents. A few
of us can dance very well, a few of us can play
football very well, a lot of us can sing very well.
[Two members of our group] are going to Mexico
very soon to play football at the Homeless World
Cup. We are very proud of going to play in Mexi-
co and to represent the slums of India.

"There are also two shelter homes for the chil-
dren, one home which is only for the children of
flying sex workers (those who do not have a fixed
place of business).

One of us lives in the Kidderpore red-light
area, in 2007 he was in Amra Padatik, and saw
there was a lot of child labour; the children need
money and basically they have all dropped out of
school. 30% went to school and 70% were doing
child labour. With the help of Amra Padatik and
members of the central committee of Durbar, we
formed a drop-out centre called DIC. They start-
ed coming [to] the DIC and learning, taking a lot
of lessons, it helped a lot of them to get entry to
school.

Sex workers in the red-light district of
Sonagachi formed a co-operative bank called
Usha in 1995 because they couldn’t get bank
accounts and there were big problems with
loan sharks in the red-light areas. Usha is now
very successful, and they employ children of
sex workers fo collect deposits from workers in
their homes and workplaces. Are you involved
in that project too?

Usha is run by the sex workers, for the sex workers
and their daughters, not the boys. The daughters
can be account holders, but the boys they are not
yet... It is in process.

I We dlso saw your group performing during the
sex worker protest march on Tuesday.

We perform in India and go abroad to perform,
we want to go to every corner of the world! We
have also won many prizes.

We don't like to ask really personal questions,
so if you don’t want to answer it's ok. But in
Europe, for example Portugal but also other
countries, children of sex workers can be taken
from their mothers by the state solely on the
basis of their mothers’ profession. What would
you say to others in this situation?

This kind of question you should ask before any-
thing else.

It’s very very important to form a group of
children. The children of sex workers also need to
form their groups in other parts of the world, and
if they need our help we will definitely be there,
we will definitely help them. To be together is very
important.

We are surviving from our mums’ money, we
are learning from our mums’ money, so if we don't
respect our mums’ professions, then we do not
help them, we do not stand by them, we do not
support them—how can it be?

And another thing, how can they arrest the
mothers? How can they take the children away?
It is a question of human rights, they are violat-
ing our rights by taking us away from our moth-
ers. How can they violate the human rights of the
children, as well as the rights of our mothers to
work?

The last thing we want to say is: sex work is
work! We fight for our mothers’ rights. B

1. Slang for cunt in Uganda.

2. Re-infection of HIV also known as ‘superinfec-
tion,’is likely to lead to a more rapid disease pro-
gression.

3. CDy are ‘helper’ cells that organise the immune
system’s response. HIV treatment should start
before the count drops below 350. A count of
below 200 is one of the qualifications for a diag-

nosis of AIDS.
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DURING THE LAST ELECTION the centre-right National Party, lead by
multi-millionaire John Key, said it would partly privatise certain §tate
assets if re-eleted. Its main losing rival was the Labour Party, at the time lead

by the uncharismatic Phil Goff, who had been one of the archites of the

privatisation push in the 198os.

National has now decided to press ahead with its
threat. The power company Meridian is the cur-
rent focus of attention, with other goodies up for
grabs in the future. What will the effects of greater
privatisation be? What options exist for workers
in Aotearoa/New Zealand?

Aotearoa was one of the first countries where
the neo-liberal brand of capitalism gained mo-

mentum during the 198os and ’gos. The fourth
Labour government began the process in 1984.In
terms of finance, foreign exchange controls were
removed, the dollar was floated, new banks al-
lowed and keeping inflation low became an obses-
sion. Regarding trade, import tariffs were severely
reduced or eliminated and subsidies to farmers
ended. The labour market was weighted increas-



ingly in favour of employers, with legislation such
as the Employment Contracts Act (1991),which
enabled strong attacks on unions, in the name of
flexibility.” A regressive Goods And Services Tax
(GST) was introduced, with a corresponding re-
duction in income and company tax. The State-
Owned Enterprises Act in 1986 required remain-
ing government run assets such as Telecom and
Air New Zealand to operate on a ‘for profit’ basis.
All this so the market could be free to work its
magic of bringing greater efficiency and prosper-
ity to the country.”

Subsequent Labour and National adminis-
trations have sped up, slowed down or modified
elements of this process, but none have reversed
it. After three decades of these measures, there
can be little doubt as to the effects of privatisa-
tion. Most workers have no union coverage and
are left to bargain alone against employers. Many
work long hours, subject to irregular shifts and
job sharing in precarious positions on short-term
contracts. Farlier attacks by previous govern-
ments have been extended by the present one, in
the form of the go Day Act. This permits workers
to be fired within that period without explana-
tion and limits union access to worksites.’ Wages
have not matched the higher levels of productiv-
ity squeezed out of workers.> Welfare beneficia-
ries are continuing to be attacked and stigmatised.
One of the more recent measures, for example,
being the drug testing of beneficiaries.* The in-
dividual beneficiary is being blamed for his or her
situation rather than the failure of the system to
provide meaningful jobs. GST has increased to
15% with no exemptions and basic food items
are becoming hard for some working families to
buy regularly. This has caused dependence on food
banks (which have sometimes actually run out of

stock due to high demands), private charities and
extended whanau. Rents are high, especially in the
main centres and many families have given up on
the dream of ever owning their own homes. In
short, there is very little prosperity to be seen out
there, though a minority have of course benefited.
A lot of people are getting by bill-to-bill, rather
than living in the financial paradise held out by
the neo-liberal theorists.

Asset sales also interrelate to the deeper his-
tory of this country in terms of colonialism and
its consequences. The New Zealand nation state
is intrinsically based on the confiscation of Indig-
enous land and destruction of Indigenous com-
munities. From at least 1860 onwards, the crown
broke its guarantees set out in the Treaty of Wait-
angi and even overrode the fact that many iwi had
notsigned it.'The crown simply invaded and stole.®
Having the land, culture, people and knowledge
decimated, has impacted tangata whenua for gen-
erations since. As in other countries with similar
histories, the Indigenous people continue to be
over-represented in crucial social indicators such
as poor health, gambling, homelessness and high
conviction statistics.” Most hapi have essentially
lost all rangatiratanga—the ability to determine
what happens to your land. Asset sales are just an-
other way of transferring assets from one owner
to another without Maori being able to even par-
ticipate in the discussion of how that happens, let
alone making any decisions.

As FOR THE QUESTION OF EFFICIENCY, recent
governments have had to implicitly admit the
failure of privatisation of SOEs by either buying

back assets, selling off some or putting tax payers’

money into others, In 2001 the Labour-lead gov-
ernment bought an 80% stake in a nearly bank-
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rupt Air New Zealand.® Rail services were taken back into state control and
renamed Kiwirail in 2008 after being run down for years. Telecom made
multi-billion dollar profits but did very little to develop its infrastructure.
Consequently it is now being hugely subsidised to upgrade its network. The
Solid Energy coal company became nearly s4o00 million in debt due to a
combination of bad investments and poor management and is now on the
list of assets to be sold by this government.? Mighty River Power has been
49% privatised, supposedly in order to reduce government debt, and others
will follow.

THE NEO-LIBERAL PRIVATISATION APPROACH has failed in Aotearoa, even
on its own terms. This country is far from unique in this regard. Socio-
economic damage has consistently been the case globally wherever it was
applied, from Chile to Britain. Opponents of neo-liberalism have searched
for alternative approaches to asset sales and privatisation, with nationalisa-
tion (state ownership) being put on the agenda. Traditionally in the English-
speaking world, nationalisation has been promoted by sections of the ruling
class as a means of building infrastructure in sectors of the economy that are
natural monopolies and therefore less open to easy profit making.

Current calls for selective nationalisation overseas, have come from some
business-friendly members of the elite. Examples include Nigel Lawson,
ex-chancellor of the Exchequer under Thatcher' and Ilse Aigner, a cabinet
member in the ruling conservative government of Angela Merkel in Ger-
many". The Labour and Green parties here are also promoting it as a better
way to manage elements of the system. The Greens argue that selling off our
publicly owned companies would mean more foreign ownership and less ac-
countability to do what’s best for New Zealanders.™ Their perspective is one
mired in a petty nationalism that sees opposition to asset sales as helping ‘us’,
meaning the nation of fellow Kiwis, regardless of social class. It is no acci-
dent that these parties find themselves alongside the right-populists of New
Zealand First, headed by the zombie egotist Winston Peters and his racist
MP Richard Prosser. The latter spout very much the same rhetoric, arguing
that any profits should stay at home.s Strangely, even some of those claiming
the label ‘socialist’ see nationalisation as a useful tool. This is because to them
it is a transitional mechanism on the road to eliminating the entire current
economic system, rather than merely a defensive measure to maintain it.**

The fact that nationalisation can be adopted by various wings of the
contemporary establishment and has been used historically by all manner
of regimes—from the Nazis, to Stalinists, petty dictators in Africa, South
America and the Middle East—should give people pause for thought. It
cannot be viewed as an inherently progressive move that will secure resourc-
es for the majority of the population. Tnstead it simply entails the transfer



of resources from control by private business to
that by politicians and unelected bureaucrats.The
fourth Labour government’s actions showed that
this process can be reversed too. The state has not
played the role of kaitiaki and can’t be relied on to
do so in the future either.

Under state ownership workers can more
easily be bullied into compliance with govern-
ment policies. This can be done by a combination
of laws and cops at the ‘tough’ end of the spec-
trum®. At the opposite end there are top-down
union structures with ‘friendly’ union bosses who
act as soft cops. They warn members not to rock
the boat and to put their faith in the idea that
‘consultation’ with government will win a few
scraps from the table. It’s hardly surprising they
would do this, given the number of union bosses
who get rewarded with safe Labour Party seats in
parliament and other perks once they retire.”

Under neither privatisation nor nationalisa-
tion do those who actually produce goods and
services have control or ownership over them. In
addition,the myopia of Kiwi first’ nationalism
that nationalisation would be based on, is a dead
end. It fails to deal with the reality that this coun-
try is part of an interlocking international eco-
nomic system. Therefore any solution to economic
failure has to extend outwards to deal with it. In
this regard John Key at least acknowledges that
asset sales are tied to the need for the government
to react to the global economic crisis. The attempt
by the Labour Parg/, Greens, New Zealand First
et al to mobilise workers against ‘foreign investors’
and overseas companies is a cheap trick. Work-
ers in this country are experiencing the effects of
the global crisis in the same way as workers ev-
erywhere else. It isn't foreign speculators, foreign
banks or foreign companies that are the problem.
It is a global capitalism which knows no boundar-
ies and the global ruling class with material inter-
ests in common (despite internal squabbles) that
is responsible for the mess the world is in.

NARCHISTS DON'T ACCEPT the false dichoto-

my of private ownership or state ownership.
We see our goal as a transnational economy where
those who produce things collectively and directly
own and control those resources. We envisage a
world where we actually determine the social and
economic ways of organising ourselves in our
workplaces and communities. Decisions would be
made in a truly democratic way, with direct par-
ticipation by all and accountability to the collec-
tive for those decisions. Given the complexity of
operating any economy in the modern world, this
would require coordination between the various
organisations the communities establish. This can
be achieved by federations that span wider and
wider geographical areas. No doubt, there would
be teething problems, especially if a democratic
economy arose after a protracted revolutionary
upheaval. However, given that the workers of the
world currently produce everything anyway, effi-
ciently controlling resources on our own behalf is
not an impossible task if the opportunity arises. In
addition, with the full possession of the factors of
production, the material basis would exist for the
whole of society to live comfortably, rather than
the minority that do at present.

Collective and federative ways of organis-
ing are not new. Many aspects of our lives—from
bands to community groups or marac—already
include truly democratic and collective ways
of operating. Plus, history is full of examples of
people doing things together for the community
as a whole and not for the betterment of a few
individuals.

Moving from the political options available to
modes of struggle, what can be said about the lat-
ter in the present environment? Opposition to as-
set sales has taken a reformist and legalistic shape.
For example the Maori Council appealed to the
Supreme Court, arguing that the government’s
actions interfered with the Treaty of Waitangi
process. This temporarily held up the prospec-
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tive partial privatisation of Mighty River Power
but ultimately failed when they lost the case. The
Greens and Labour along with the Mana Party,'
some unions and Marxist-inspired grouplets have
formed an anti-assets sales campaign. One tactic
being applied is collecting signatures for a peti-
tion to be submitted to parliament. The petition
recently reached the minimum 300,000 names
needed to initiate a non-binding referendum on
asset sales. However, with a glossy government
advertising blitz in favour of selling Mighty River
Power shares, you would almost not know any
petition existed at alll The very fact it has been
successful shows that there is a significant level of
disagreement with the government’s plans. It also
adds credence to the idea that even during times
of increased capitalist pressure, the population is
rarely entirely passive.s

Unfortunately for the signatories and the rest
of the country, Key will ignore the referendum. His

argument being that the election, in which nearly
a quarter of the population refused to participate,
gave him a mandate to push through whatever he
wants. ‘The experience of the opposition move-
ment so far proves once again that if a form of
protest is permitted by the powers-that-be, it’s
probably because they know it offers no more than
a symbolic threat to them (ie. no threat at all). An
accompanying tactic has been street demonstra-
tions. These have managed to gain some attention
and thereby raised awareness of the issue. Though
fluctuating attendance has been a feature of them
too. However, the nationalistic approach has also
made neo-Nazis and anti-Semites comfortable
participating in ‘Aotearoa is Not for Sale’ march-
es.” This demonstrates the slippery slope that this
really is. Unless we are explicit that our campaign
is anti-racist and racists are not welcome (from
Rightwing Resistance’s Kyle Chapman to New
Zealand First leader Winston Peters), we legiti-

1 Anaccessible orthodox Left critique of neo-liberalism as applied in NZ in the 80s and gos can be
found in J Kelsey, Tbe New Zealand Experiment (Auckland, r996)
2 See AWSM, Solidarity Issue 1:1 2009 for more on this legislation.

3 Bill Rosenberg, www.stuff.co.nz/ dominion-post/comment/5824465/New-Zealanders- get-low-wages

See http://www.stuff.co.nz/national/politics/7496309/High- cost-for-drug-testing-beneficiaries-Health-~

ministry

5 Sophie Rishworth, New Zealand Herald, 3/11/2011

6 Of course there were variations in experience within the colonisation and confiscation processes but the
basic picture is clear. See R Boast & RS Hill (eds), Raupatu (Wellington, 2009)

7 For a wide-ranging view of the various social problems experienced by Maori today, see T McIntosh &
M Multholland (eds), Mdori and Social Issues (Wellington, 201t)

8 en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Air_New_Zealand#Rebirth_and_re-nationalisation

9  For a summary of how this problem arose see www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/business/8489664/Why-

Solid-Energy-has-ended-up-on-the-slagheap

10 www.investmentweek.co.uk/investment-week/news/224078s/exchancellor-lawson-calls-for-full-nation-

alisation-of-rbs

I Www.spiegel.de/international/business/mernber»of—merkel—cabinet—calls—for—nationalization—of—ger-

man-power-grid-a-877576.html
12 www.greens.org.nz/koa



mise racist and anti-Semitic rhetoric. Overall the demonstrations and ref-
erendum hardly have the government quaking in its boots and are likely to
degenerate further in the direction of electioneering in favour of the Greens
and Labour in the next election.

While anarchists have participated in demonstrations and disseminated
our message regarding asset sales, we have done so with no illusion that this
is sufficient. Real change will require workers and communities across the
country to take direct action for themselves. This can come in many forms
including strikes and occupations that put resources under their immediate
control and begin to threaten the stranglehold of the state and capitalists.
This will have to be undertaken in coordination with similar actions in other
places across the globe. On the face ofit, this seems highly unlikely to happen
soon in Aotearoa, However, something being unlikely doesn’t make it wrong,
just difficult, and failure to act at all will guarantee defeat. The fightback,
though limited here, has begun and will hopefully continue to gain momen-
tum as this ideologically (and in some cases literally) bankrupt system lurches
from crisis to crisis. B

13 nzfirst.org.nz/what-we-stand-for/no-asset-sales

14 For example, Socialist Aotearoa which is the New Zealand affiliate of the
International Socialist Tendency.

15 Of course, it is the nature of the state to attempt to act this way, regardless
of the exact proportion of government or private control over the economy.
Something even right-wing libertarians appreciate. Nevertheless it is easier
when the state has more direct control. The classic example of draconian
intervention by the New Zealand state in industrial warfare was the 1951
waterside dispute. See Scott, 757 Days (1952)

16 For example, Andrew Little, a current Labour MP, spent his entire previous
working life as a union bureaucrat and obtained his seat via a prime posi-
tion on the party list, despite having been resoundingly rejected by voters in
an electorate seat.

17 A small Left split from the Maori Party, which had chosen to enter into
coalition with National.

18 See Toby Boraman, The Myth of Passivity, www.anarkismo.net

19 See notafraidofruins.wordpress.com/2013/o4/3o/stop—ignoring—anti—jewish—
racism/
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— Jared Davidson
Unpicking
Arcadia

Philip Josephs and early
New Zealand anarchism

“Gop’s OwN COUNTRY” IS NOT SAFE FROM THE VAGARIES of the person
who believes in the bomb as opposed to argument,’ bellowed the November
1907 Marlborough Express in response to a Wellington gathering of socialits

and anarchiéts.”

The group, which included the Latvian-born Jewish tailor
Philip Josephs, had come together to mark the execution
of the Haymarket anarchists—an occasion remembered
simultaneously across the world. This event, as well as
betraying the typical (and long-lasting) flouting of the
anarchist-cam-bomber stereotype by the capitalist media,
illustrates two key points: the existence of a nascent anar-
chist movement in New Zealand, and its rootedness in a
wider, transnational milieu.



Yet despite the existence of anarchists and
anarchist ideas in New Zealand around the turn
of the 20™ century, early anarchism has been rela-
tively neglected. Indeed, the most substantial work
to date on anarchism in New Zealand during the
20" century’s turbulent teens is the indispens-
able 32 page pamphlet, Troublemakers: Anarchism
and Syndicalism—The Early Years of the Libertar-
ian Movement in Aotearoa/New Zealand, by Frank
Prebble. The result of this collective omission is
that the roots of our current anarchist movement
are both obscured and forgotten.

Ignoring the early anarchist movement in
New Zealand also gives weight to the traditional
Labourist narrative that radical, direct action poli-
tics at the point of production was not enough to
bring about socialism, and therefore the site of so-
cialist struggle shifted from the workplace to the
benches of parliament. Anarchist tactics are seen
to be found wanting, and everything prior to the
1935 Labour government’s parliamentary election
is simply its ‘pre-history.”

However, as Sewing Freedom: Philip Josephs,
Transnationalism & Early New Zealand Anarchism
(AK Press, 2013) shows, anarchism in New Zea-
land has a legacy that can date back to 1904, if
not earlier, thanks to the personal perseverance
of Philip Josephs and others like him. Anarchists
were a valid part of the wider labour movement,
imparting uncredited ideas, tactics, and influence.
Likewise, anarchist agitation and the circulation
of radical literature contributed significantly to the
development of 2 working class counter-culture in
New Zealand, and the syndicalist upsurge of the
‘Red’ Federation of Labor (FOL) era (as well as
the syndicalist movements during the WWI and
after).

This far-from-Labourist line—struggles
throughout New Zealand’s history that have
aimed to go beyond the limitations of state
forms—can be traced from anarchists like Josephs
and the upsurge of anti-parliamentary politics.

Its early development was fragmented—typified
by the decentralised activity of various anarchists
placed in their immediate socialist milieu—but
existed nonetheless, giving birth to both New
Zealand’s first anarchist collectives in 1913, and
‘dissent from the [Labourist] consensus before,
during, and after the [1913 Great] strike.”s De-
spite the claim otherwise, reformism during the
20" century has been challenged by New Zealand
anarchism, albeit as a minority movement.

It is hard to squeeze Sewing Freedom’ evi-
dence of such claims into one small article. I say
this not as a crude attempt to promote buying my
book, but because the activities of Josephs and
other early anarchists across New Zealand—Dr
Thomas Fauset Macdonald, Fay McMasters, Carl
Mumme, Len Wilson, Wyatt Jones, Syd Kings-
ford, ] Sweeney, Lola Ridge—were surprisingly
rich in depth and detail. Their involvement in or-
ganisations like the New Zealand Socialist Party
and the Industrial Workers of the World TWW),
the trade union and anti-militarist movements,
and all the strikes, struggles and radical cultural
work these encompassed, deserves full apprecia-
tion.

Take the actions of Fay McMasters, for ex-
ample. It is common knowledge (in labour history
circles at least) that the building of the Otira Tun-
nel on the West Coast of the South Island was
fraught with struggles between workers and man-
agement. Wildcat strikes, equally decried by boss-
es and union ‘leaders’, were a reoccurring form of
direct action on the job. Yet what is not commonly
known (or not seen as connected) was the pres-
ence of self-described anarchist communist, Fay
McMasters. A former soldier of the ‘Black Watch’
with experience in giving popular lectures, Mc-
Masters would soapbox ‘in the evenings from g to
10.30 [...] in the smoking room for the instruction
of all who cared to listen. A month after Jack
McCollough noted this entry of McMasters into
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Philip Josephs, Glasgow ¢.1903

his diary, Otira workers were on strike—without
the blessing of union officials.s

What about the rise of syndicalist tactics, or
the revolutionary ideas of the FOL—an organisa-
tion that wielded a significant influence on the
labour movement of the day and featured promi-
nently in its key conflicts? Vocal members of the
FOL, such as the fiery Bob Semple and Paddy
Web, subscribed to the anarchist newspaper Free-
dom through Philip Josephs’ tailor shop-cum-in-
foshop. Indeed, mere months after his arrival in
1904, Josephs was stocking international anarchist

material in copious amounts—from Freedom to
Emma Goldman's Mother Earth. Not only that,
he was publishing revolutionary critiques of the
labour laws of the day before they became popula-
rised by the FOL.

Of course it is wrong to conclude that Jo-
sephs was the key factor in the rise of revolution-
ary rhetoric in New Zealand. There is no doubt
that he and the various individuals across the
country who identified as anarchists, form but a
small part of the revolutionary upsurge that was
the pre-1920 period. But it is not a stretch to
say that he and his pamphlets contributed to it
in some way. Josephs’ activity, and the actions of
other anarchists like him, surely had a hand in the
normalisation of syndicalist tactics and the ideol-
ogy of direct action—an ideology that crystallised
into one of New Zealand’s most fraught and revo-
lutionary periods.

Josephs’ transnational diffusion of anarchist
doctrine, his links to the wider anarchist move-
ment, and his involvement with Freedom Press
(through the distribution of their anarchist poli-
tics), ensured anarchist ideas and tactics received
a hearing in the New Zealand labour movement
well beyond its minority status. Despite Erik Ols-
sen’s suggestion that ‘few rank and file revolu-
tionaries had much knowledge of syndicalist and
anarchist ideology,’ it is clear that anarchism—
alongside other shades of socialist thought—con-
tributed to the militancy of the movement on a
scale not readily recognised by most historical
accounts.® Likewise, Josephs’ activity places him,
and New Zealand anarchism, firmly on the global
anarchist map. While the two anarchist collec-
tives that were formed in r9r3—an Auckland
group and the Wellington Freedom Group—were
no Federacién Anarquista Ibérica (Iberian An-
archist Federation), the fact that anarchists came
together, formed collectives, and propagated the
principles of anarchism, at the very least, deserves
remembering.’



The point of these examples is not some kind of shallow cry for attention
on the part of anarchist historiography. As noted earlier, these past actions
and ideas—of which today’s anarchist movement currently forms a part—
stand as examples of alternative forms of struggle. They highlight the pos-
sibility of other possibilities, and form a continuum of practice that ground
the work of today’s anarchists in a rich vein of radical history.

That said, capital and the struggle against it has changed considerably
since the times of Philip Josephs and the Wellington Freedom Group. As
Endnotes points out, ‘the “twentieth century”[...] its contours of class rela-
tions, its temporality of progress, and its post-capitalist horizons, is obviously
behind us.® Yet the anarchist activity and the syndicalist surge of the early
20" century serve as pertinent reminders of the successes (and failures) of
New Zealand’s anarchist movement. If history is to be more than a nos-
talgic stroll through the past, and if the historian’s responsibility ‘is to find
those social processes and structures which promise an alternative to the ones
now dominant,” then awareness of New Zealand’s anarchist tradition should
serve as ‘a key reminder that we still live in a society deeply divided by class.
'The actions of the past stand as inspiring, yet unfinished movements. m
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MAsS PROTESTS BEGAN IN SULAIMANI, IRAQ1 KURDISTAN'S CULTURAL CAPITAL
IN THE END OF FEBRUARY 201 I, whilst many of us were glued to the events of
Tahrir Square in Cairo. Demonstrations ran strong for two months in the cities
of Sulaimani and Erbil. Tt was the first time that Kurdish people of Iraq had
voiced their collective frustration with the corrupt government that has re-
placed Iraqi Kurds’ reality of state authority since the US-sanctioned creation of
the autonomous Kurdish northern region in the 2003 invasion of Iraq.

Since the Assad administration pulled back its forces in Syria last sum-
mer, Kurds there have built a de facto autonomous zone in the north too.
While many folk in the region of Kurdistan, divided by the arbitrary state
borders of Syria, Turkey, Iraq and Iran, dream of a united Kurdistan, many

too advocate for a federation of liberated autonomous Kurdish regions within
these states.

Kurdistan’s better-known history of resistance is likely to feature social-
ist groups like the Kurdistan Workers Party, or PKK.'The following interview
with the Kurdish Anarchist Forum (KAF) reveals a different perspective on
resistance, self-determination and secular Kurdish identity.



Is there a kind of approach of anarchism that
you are particularly inspired from? If yes,
which one and why?

Before we became self-identified anarchists, de-
spite having read no anarchist literature, many of
our thoughts and principles were unconsciously
anarchist. We were critical of all politicians, from
the right to the left, including communists. This
led them to accuse us of being ‘anarchists’ in the
misinformed derogatory sense of the term, as it’s
often used in common discourse. Ironically, this
accusation persuaded us to better understand the
true meaning of anarchism to better inform (and
defend) ourselves.

Are there any Kurdish individuals that you as
anarchists think are worth knowing about?

As far as we know there have been no genuinely
anarchist groups or individuals in Iraqi Kurdistan.
'That being said, we can see the basic spirit of anar-
chism shining through in the Kurdish uprising of
March 1991 and in 1992—5, when self-organised,
more or less direct-democratic groups formed.
However, their lack of experience and under-
standing of anarchism meant they didn't last long
or were co-opted by others.

In the last century there have been one or
two small movements or social experiments with
socialist-libertarian characteristics in Iraqi Kurd-
istan. The people involved led very simple lives,
living communally and pursuing most activities
collectively. Although some call these social ex-
periments ‘anarchist’, we do not because we be-
lieve that anarchism is not just about living com-
munally and doing things collectively. It is much
bigger and deeper than that.

How does a ‘Kurdish anarchist’ analysis of

the struggle for autonomy/national liberation
look? Can one as an anarchist have a positive
relation to these aspirations or do you think this
is not working?

As KAF we generally support national libera-
tion, but if this process results in domination of
one class, race, nationality or religion over the rest,
then we will oppose it and fight back. We do not
see any difference between the foreign occupation
of Kurdistan and the domination of a Kurdish
bourgeoisie over the rest of the population. While
we support the above, we are activists who militate
against any type of domination. Even if [libera-
tion] movements achieve their goals, they won't
automatically attain true freedom or social justice.

As anarchists we have the same stance as
with all other national and ethnic-minority is-
sues, such as the Palestinian question, the Tamil
question, and the Baluchistan issue in Iran. We
do support the national liberation of the Kurdish
people in other countries and the ideal of a united
federation. We also want the same rights for the
Turkish, Armenian, Arab and Persian people in
Iraqi Kurdistan, Iraq, Turkey and Iran. The ques-
tion is whether when people gain some freedom
through national independence, with social justice
issues still unresolved, will they still want to unite
on the basis of being Kurdish, Turkish, Baluch,
Armenian, Arab or Persian, and thus separate
themselves from one another?

The clearest example is South Africa. Despite
political liberation and empowerment of Black
South Africans from apartheid through a party/
statist solution, deeper social problems of equality
have often worsened: access to basic public utili-
ties, unemployment, poverty, crime, healthcare,
and the high price of living, just to mention a few.
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Many live in makeshift shelters in shantytowns.
These people are marginalised and deprived from
living decent lives. South Africa, of course, reinte-
grated into the global capitalist economy and be-
came a lucrative market for large corporations, as
usual, at the expense of most people there. South
Africa, like most countries, is still in need of a rev-
olution—a real revolution—but this won’t happen
as long as the parties and statist organisations re-
main untouchable sacred cows.

Kurdistan will not fare any better under hi-
erarchical solutions of so called ‘liberation’. Our
stand and our struggle is double edged. On one
hand we support national liberation, because as
long as one nation, religion, race or gender ex-
ploits another, no social justice can be attained.
On the other hand, our struggle goes beyond that.
It is constant and we will insist on fighting for
what we believe. Kurdish self-rule in Traqi Kurd-
istan over the past 19 years has achieved very little
for the welfare of the Kurdish people. Our own
government’s lack of positive progress has diluted
people’s interest in statist solutions, despite over
half a century of struggle to achieve it.

Many Kurds support the idea of a united
federation of autonomous Kurdish regions in
each state where Kurdistan lies. Where do you
stand on this?

We hope that one day all villages, towns, cities, re-
gions and countries in all continents will be united
in federalism and the free interests of all peoples.
We would welcome this. Realistically, the unifi-
cation of Kurdistan is highly unlikely in the near
future. But one can struggle to build some sort of
federation of counter-powers within each country
as alternatives to the current hierarchical system.

What role did and does socialism play in

the Kurdish struggle for independence? Have
there also been libertarian/anti-authoritarian
approaches of socialism?

Socialism throughout the Middle East and Af-
rica were not born naturally. It was created and
installed by the Soviet Union and its main func-
tion was to implement Soviet policies. The Iraqi
communist party would not have supported the
Kurdish struggle unless they were instructed to
do so by the Soviet Union. Indeed the communist
party was actively working to destroy the Kurdish
national liberation struggle.

Are there many Kurdish anarchists active within
the Middle East or is it more a phenomenon of
the diaspora?

We can with confidence say we're the first group
of Kurdish anarchist or socialist libertarians fo-
cusing on Kurdish society. We began our activism
in the early 2000s, publishing a magazine called
Dalian, meaning ‘Rebels’, with 12 copies until
spring 2003. KAF’s Sakurdistan website is the first
anarchist site by Kurdish activists for a Kurdish
audience. Sakurdistan publishes articles in Kurd-
ish, Arabic and Persian, written by Kurdish, Arab
and Persian anarchists. KAF activists have tire-
lessly worked to introduce readers to the correct
meanings of anarchist concepts long distorted by
Bolsheviks and the right. Great efforts have been
made to translate and analyse anarchist texts and
we continue to do so today.

With the recent defeat of armed guerrilla
struggle in Turkish Kurdistan, movements pro-
moting anarchist ideas have grown in the region.
'This appears to us as a very good sign that people
have now found an alternative to the failures of



politicians and armed struggle. It is sad to hear some European anarchists giving
 credit to Abdulla Ocalan for the positive changes for Kurdish people in Turkey. We
believe it’s exactly the opposite, as Ocalan and his people come under the increasing

democratic influence of ordinary people and their grassroots movements, particularly
of the ideas of anarchists.

There are now a large number of people who support the anarchist movement on
the ground in Turkish Kurdistan. During demonstrations and festivals such as Naw-
roz (Kurdish New Year), red and red-and-black flags are now seen waving without
fear. Last year saw a new anarchist magazine published in Turkish Kurdistan named
Corvus (Crow).

It’s a great pity this change isn’t seen in the rest of Kurdistan: Iran, Syria and Iraq.
Until recently in Syria, no independent movements could form due to severe state
repression. This of course has changed drastically with the Arab Spring. Until then,
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Kurdish people could not even talk about their existence as Kurds, let alone
about their rights and land. But wherever oppressions exist there will be re-
sistance, though this resistance will most likely be underground.

In Traqi Kurdistan, where many of us in KAF are from, anarchist ideas,
theories and principles have been deliberately misrepresented by the enemies
of anarchism on the right and left. The culture of armed struggle had become
all-pervasive, its methods used to resolve all political issues and even social
issues. This climate pushed many socialists, communists and anarchists, in-
cluding ourselves, to flee the country in fear for our lives and seek asylum in
Europe or elsewhere.

Less than two years after Kurdish self-rule was established in Iraq,a civil
war erupted, continuing until 1998. What little was achieved in the 1991
uprising was lost: daily life became difficult, civil rights were trampled, and
unions, women's organisations, and other groups were dissolved. When the
civil war and Saddam’s regime were over, Kurdish self-rule was given free
rein and an open budget, leading to a rise in corruption and an increasing
gap between the rich and poor. Meanwhile all public services were ignored
or sold off to private interests. Kurdish self-rule copied exactly what Saddam
Hussein did when he was in power: the ruling elites put their own people
in responsibility throughout the civil service, health services, educational
institutions, and banks. They handed out degrees to their own people even
though they weren't qualified, sending them to Europe and the US with large
stipends at the expense of ordinary people. This list can go on and on. This
terrible situation caused a massive exodus of people from Kurdistan from
1992—2004—in far greater numbers than those who emigrated during Sad-
dam Hussein’s regime.

This dire situation continues today, creating such a foul atmosphere that
people have developed a deep hatred of the Kurdish self-rule regime and the
parties involved. Today the regime is more vigilant than ever in oppressing
dissenting voices.

s On the 17th of February 2011, Arab Spring-inspired protests kicked off. The rulers’

answer: live bullets. Within half a day of protests two people were killed and 56 injured.

Protests continued for almost three months, but in the end the rulers managed to stop

them. Many leftist and Islamist organisations attempted to control the movement,

and, once again, people sought changes from the top down. The mass protests were not
organised grassroots, thus repeating the same patterns of the past. f / 4



'The situation is different in the Eastern part
of Kurdistan controlled by the Iranian regime; the
last three years has seen no armed struggle and
people have found alternative ways to fight back,
such as mass demonstrations and strikes, which
continue to regularly flare up. Anarchist ideas in
Tranian Kurdistan, as well as elsewhere in Iran,
played a significant role during the 1979 uprising
and beyond. A few small anarchist groups were
there within a small movement of Kurds, Persians
and Baluchis. Many of them, however, now live
in Europe, continuing their struggle from abroad.
With its powerful military and police force, the
current Iranian regime’s repression has made it
difficult for anarchism to develop as freely as in
Turkish Kurdistan. Thus Iranian-Kurdish anar-
chists have, to date, not been able to publish any
rnagazines or newsletters.

Workers’ Party {PKK) and its offshoot, the Party
of Free Life of Kurdistan (PJAK)2

PKK and PJAK are the two faces of the same coin.
PJAK is the PKK’s wing spread over all parts of
Kurdistan. They both are hierarchical and para-

I What's your point of view on the Kurdistan

military organisations involved in nationalist pro-
paganda, with no connection to anarchism. From
A to Z they are different to us.

Ocalan’s ideas have changed since he has been
in prison, but so far they haven't been reflected in
practice. The PKK has a big impact and many fol-
lowers among the Kurdish people. They also talk
about federalism. But none of this makes them
anarchist or compatible with anarchism: Ocalan
retains dominance over the mass movement, and
they still advocate nationalism and patriotism.
PJAK have demonstrated even less direct-demo-

cratic change and had an even smaller influence
in Turkey.

We will only support the PKK when they
give up armed struggle completely, organise
grassroots movements to achieve people’s social
demands, denounce centralised and hierarchical
modes of struggle and turn to federated autono-
mous local groups, end all dealings with Middle
East and Western states, denounce charismatic
power politics, and convert to anti-statism and
anti-authoritarianism. These would require major
changes that we regretfully cannot foresee in the

PKK and PJAK.

The Kurdish community in Iraq supported

the US 2003 invasion, which contradicts the
standpoint of most anarchists in Europe or the
US. What is your position?

Anarchism is a pacifist ideology. We were against
the war then, and we are against it still now, just
as we're against all wars wherever they may hap-
pen. We thus had the same stance as our anarchist
comrades throughout the world, because the mo-
tives behind the invasion and occupation of Iraq
by the US, UK and allied forces were as clear to us
as everyone else: to rob the wealth and natural as-
sets of Iraq; demonstrate the US’s dominance and
install military bases in the region; put regional
countries under pressure to buy more US and al-
lied weapons; protect Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and
US allies, particularly Israel; test new weapons;
and expand the neoliberal globalisation project
to the Middle East. The US has an open contract
with the Iraqi government to stay at least 5o years.
As soon as the war was over, the West started im-
plementing its neoliberal program with the help
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of the World Bank and IMF. There are many other imperialist motives for
the war and perhaps many we don’t yet know about.

Kurdish support for the war is easy to explain. Saddam Hussein’s regime
brutally terrorised the people of Iraq for almost 35 years. Kurdish people in
the north and Shiites in the south bore the lion’s share of this repression. The
Kurdish community were powerless to bring down the regime, while Saddam
survived both the Iran~Iraq war and the First Gulf War, remaining powerful
enough to repress them. They lost hope in Kurdish parties, and many saw the
collapse of the Societ Union as a sign that no powers supporting the Kurdish
people remained.

'The propaganda of the US and their allies—echoed by the Kurdish
parties—about the ‘democratic system’ that would be installed was effective,
with its promises of freedom, jobs, security, education, civil rights, affordable
goods. Some Kurdish parties even tied these promises to the establishment of
a Kurdish state. The Kurdish community wasn’t aware of the US’s true plans.
Thus, many supported the war,

We believe the Kurdish community’s attitude toward the war and the
US has now changed, because the Kurds of today are not the same people
as in 1992 or 2003. One could once see them waiting in long queues to
vote; now they’re disillusioned. They’re also not as focused on the demand for
Kurdish independence or autonomy because, through the long experience of
Kurdish self-rule, they’ve realised that kicking out the occupiers didn’t bring
an end to their problems or injustice and exploitation.

I How do you see the protest movements of recent years in the Kurdistan
Regional Government?

After occupying Iraq, the US and its allies started pouring a lot of money into
the country in order to win the people’s support. As we all know, the US and
its allies had no plans for ‘nation-building’in Iraq. Even with the advent of the
‘insurgency’, when they decided to develop some sort of plan, these remained
minimal, and concentrated on how to make the ‘insurgency’ ineffective. This
plan benefited the ruling elites of Iraq, and corruption became a widespread
phenomenon. While they lined their pockets, they ignored public services,
the environment, and the development of rural areas and industrialisation
of the country. Privileged elites have made fortunes importing everything
except oil and opening the Kurdish market to foreign corporations. Public
services have been privatised or abandoned by the government, while the



rich private sector, funded by KRG oligarchs and
plutocrats, is encouraged to compete with public
services with private hospitals, schools, universi-
ties, telecommunications and more.

All this has fueled protests in recent years de-
manding reform and an end to corruption. From
the beginning they were instigated by individu-
als and small groups spontaneously congregating
outside the PDK (Kurdistan Democratic Party)
and PUK (Patriotic United Kurdistan) headquar-
ters and party members protesting from within.
The KRG tried hard to make big reforms, but it
wasn't enough. KRG and party members defected
in protest, joining with grassroots activists to form
a big protest movement outside the realm of par-
ties and the KRG.

But from the beginning there were great dif-
ferences between the grassroots movement and
the politicians who defected. The politicians had
their own agenda, to contain the movement and
exploit it to gain power. The movement was fo-
cused on social demands and democratic reform,
but was corrupted by politicians into issues of
mundane, superficial politics such as having ear-
lier elections or sharing power in the military and
civil administrations. They named the movement
‘Goran, or ‘Movement for Change’. It’s impor-
tant to emphasise that Goran and the popular
movement are completely different. Goran have
no plans to improve social and public services or
workers’ rights, and they support the clientelistic,
neoliberal dependency of Kurdistan and Iraq on

the US and their allies. They want to retain the
school curriculum we had under Saddam Hus-

sein. The only difference between them and those -

in power is their system would put technocrats in
power.

Constant wars in Kurdistan have left no space
for the Kurdish people to establish their own civil
society, and many have become very dependent on
the patronage of politicians or militia leaders. The
cultures of armed struggle and parliamentarian-
ism have stood in the way of forming direct-dem-
ocratic counter-powers based on mutual aid and
collective direct action against the system.

The difference between us and the rest of
the opposition is that we believe in neither armed
struggle nor elections and ‘parliamentary democ-
racy’ as legitimate means of changing society. We
believe that real change can only emerge through
the local groups in workplaces, communities, edu-
cational institutions, public service, and public
spaces, to re-appropriate power in the name of the
people, away from the government, parliament,
courts, local authorities, parties, corporations,
and banks; and empower communities and their
citizens. ‘The goal should be to establish a class-
less society free of injustice, exploitation, oppres-
sion and wars—a society in which individuals feel
that their worth isn’t measured in terms of money,
race, religion, appearance, or even capability and
socially defined normative ‘talents’, but simply as
human beings who deserve a decent life. B
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The Aftermath

THE FIGHT. TO SAVE GLEN INNEs:
R /\/\aslo V\/est . B

HERE’S A BOOK MADE BY A YOUNG PHOTOGRAPHER with pictures of Glen Innes

homes from when they were fir§t emptied to when they §tarted getting cut
apart, pulled out of the ground, put on trailers, loaded onto trucks and driven
down the road. It looks like an army has marched through, deétroying everything
they could see. Empty eighth-acre and quarter-acre sections are littered through-
out Glen Innes: a visitor to Glen Innes likens them to pulled out teeth from a
skull. That kind of toothache is the feeling after the police finally break the picket,
usually by arre§ting enough people making the picket, to drive the house up Api-

rana Street. Memories on wheels.



FIGHTS IN THE NIGHTS

‘We shall not be moved,’ said Mama Tamata at the
end of her speech at a hui attended by hundreds of
Glen Innes residents in February 2012. More than
60 houses have been moved by trucks accompa-
nied by numerous police cars, paddy wagons and
scores of officers brought in from Manukau and
Central. From April 2012 through to the end of
the year nearly every week would see two or three
state houses taken out of Glen Innes. As part of
the Tamaki Transformation Project they are to be
sold below market rates, and the land is to be sold
to private investors. Every week for months, resi-
dents and supporters came out onto the streets to
picket the removal sites, despite arrests, physical
abuse by the police and escalating threats and in-
timidation from Housing New Zealand.

Coming out onto the cold and often wet
streets of Glen Innes night after night to face the
familiar sight of rows of police officers willing and
happy to beat people up is harrowing. It has often
felt hopeless and endless—physical fights in the
night that don’t make the news and don’t seem
to have changed the government’s plans for Glen
Innes. But an email late last year from Housing
New Zealand tells a different story: that this proj-
ect, run by Housing New Zealand at the behest of
the government and the Auckland City Council,
has been deferred to ‘late 2012 or even early 2013.’
'The Tamaki Housing Action Group, formed late
2011 in response to the first eviction notices sent
out to Housing New Zealand tenants, has put
pressure on the state; the media coverage on the
Transformation Project is increasing and is for the
most part negative, and Housing New Zealand
can see private investors’ enthusiasm waning. The
once promising allure of investment opportuni-
ties in the ‘backyard’ of afluent Kohimarama and

Remuera is fading. After countless nights on the
streets, weekends spent organising in the commu-
nity and elderly residents dying from the stress of
moving out of their long-term homes, Glen Innes
remains.

THE HEADS ARE IN AGREEMENT

In 2008 Maryan Street, then housing minister
under the Labour government, announced a re-
development project in east Auckland, allegedly
to address the housing shortage and city sprawl
in Auckland. The plan included the privatisation
of land with a view to the bay and high-density
housing. One of its goals was to reduce the pro-
portion of state homes in Tamaki, but not the
number—high-density. housing was the key. This
is still the aim today, though the Auckland City
Council likes to re-label its ‘concern’ that poor
families live in houses rather than high-density
‘mesh-blocks’ as a fear that Auckland is spread-
ing out too far (since they haven't done anything
about public transport yet this remains a pretty
legit concern). Back in 2008, Sam Lotu-Iiga, then
council member of the Auckland City Council
(now a National party MP), said, “Tamaki is a key
focus for the council as a major growth area [...]
to bring a better balanced housing mix to the area
[...] private sector investment will be vital.’ This
is where the priorities of the Tamaki Transforma-
tion Project (and the newly formed Tamaki Re-
development Company) get more truthful. The
political gangs involved—Labour and National,
the Council under both John Banks and incum-
bent mayor Len Brown—all follow the same dirty
agenda: the privatisation of the social housing sys-
tem to allow the wealthy to profit at the expense
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of impoverished and working families. It is the thieving of Crown land, al-
ready stolen and still not returned.

But to others, to people with money, to property developers, Glen Innes
is ‘the heights’; it’s going to be part of ‘the bays’; it’s going to make a few
wealthy people a lot wealthier. At the end of July 2012, Len Brown the mayor
of Auckland (known to many as a scab after taking the side of the Port of
Auckland against the locked-out workers), signed a Heads of Agreement
with the Minister of Housing, Phil Heatley. The agreement was signed at Ta-
maki High School at what was called a public community meeting,. However

when some residents turned up they found police called in from Manukau
and Central had been invited too. They were then pushed off the grounds.
One resident managed to stay inside, but when she put her hand up to ask a
question she was dismissed. Later at a Tamaki Housing Action Group meet-
ing she reported back saying, ‘there was a journalist in there and she had her
camera facing the politicians making speeches, but she had her microphone
peeking out the window at all of the protesters outside, and the room split
their sides laughing.

URBAN PLANNING IS A CLASS ISSUE

Back in 2005 Sue Henry, a long-time activist and among the group of wom-
en leading the Tamaki Housing Action Group, was already criticising the
project. She could see the social implications of high-density housing, of de-
stroying a community and trying to recreate it without any consultation with
the community.

In 2005 she spoke of intensification projects, like Talbot Park, a $48 million
proje& in Glen Innes, that ‘have ended up being crime-infested slums and
police no-go areas.’It’s a crude redevelopment executed by a coalition of the
privileged. The ethic underneath it doesn't have a lot to distinguish it from

slum clearances where land gets hocked off to private investors.

HOUSING CRISIS ACKNOWLEDGED, GOVERNMENT DOESN'T GIVE A SHIT

Aotearoa faces a housing crisis. Low wages and unemployment, exorbitantly
high rent rates and house prices leave tens of thousands of families on the
waitlist for a state house. There are still no solid statistics on homelessness.
The homeless are not only those on the streets, but also those living in un-
sustainable, unsuitable and insecure spaces. The government has failed. State
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housing communities across Aotearoa have been
attacked, are being attacked or will be attacked in
the near future. On the border between Ponsonby
and Grey Lynn a tag says ‘REMEMBER THE RAIDS
PONSONBY'. Now white, middle-class Ponsonby
has forgotten the Dawn Raids—apart from the
small numbers of families that remain after the
gentrification of the once slumming community.
Glen Innes was developed in the aftermath of
the second world war. Its streets are named after
WWII battles like Tripoli and Alamein and sol-
diers like Charles Upham and Moana Ngaarimu.
Soldiers were promised ‘homes for life’ after the
war, now they and their widows are being evicted.

IT’S NOT A HOUSE, IT’S A HOME

I never thought I'd be a protester at 57, says one
of the ladies on a car trip back from court. She and
a bunch of other middle-aged Maori and Pacific
Islander women started protesting, for many of
them their first time doing so, and are leading a
movement to try to save their community.

Last April two people were admitted to hos-
pital after a protest: one for a concussion when the
cops pushed her onto the road where the curbing
broke her fall, the other an esteemed and beloved
elderly man. These night-time protests see the
silent violence of the evictions come alive. Last
month, two teenagers threw glass and bins on the
road; they might have been drunk but they were
definitely very, very angry.

SILENT VIOLENCE

'The elderly woman who lived in 16 Taniwha St
died a few months after she received the eviction
letter. She had lived there for over 6o years and
was one of the 156 houses that received eviction
notices in September 2012. Her neighbours said

the stress of eviction killed her. Her immediate
neighbour Niki said of the elderly residents, ‘af-
ter it got to eight we stopped counting.” When we
moved into her house to occupy it, we were careful
not to damage it. When the police came, those in
the house at the time left peacefully. But when the
time came and the moving truck was ready to leave
with the house, accompanied by a heavy guard of
police and paddy wagons, her neighbours tried to
negotiate with the police to ‘walk the house out of
our street as a mark of respect to the elderly lady
who lived there. They were not allowed.

LUNN AVE

October 11 last year was a windy, cold night. A
small group of us planned an action on one of the
houses getting prepped for removal. That Thurs-
day we went to the house, but it had been moved
already and was nowhere to be found. Several
hours later we got a phone call letting us know
where it was—g kilometres out of Glen Innes. For
the first time a house was taken out of Glen Innes
to Lunn Ave in Mt Wellington. Five of us went
out, a little suspicious. We found the house on a
trailer in the middle of a large empty field. Three
of us climbed up the chimney; one stayed below
to film the event; the other stayed below to talk to
the police, to let them know what our intentions
were and organise our descent once we had got the
exposure that the issue needed. Instead we found
ourselves stuck on the roof for six hours after the
young woman on the ground was ignored by the
police—when she crossed the road and walked to
the car they were sitting in they rolled the window
up and drove away. Fifty to a hundred protesters
gathered around the house throughout the night
and they threw blankets and food up. When the

cops arrived we saw their convoy coming from the
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other side of the field, seven paddy wagons—all full—and six police cars.
They sent the urban search and rescue team up to put us into stretchers and
lower us down with ropes. The fear and worry the whole operation caused
to those on the ground was one more unforgivable memory. After we had
been cuffed and put in the paddy wagons, the protesters picketed the house.
During the picket the police gave two men in their 20s broken fingers and
a 20 year-old female ended up in the middle of Lunn Ave—a heavily-traffic
industrial-sized road—with a serious concussion.

WE ALL KNOW THE COURTROOM ISN'T A PLACE FOR JUSTICE
Mana Party MP Hone Harawira and his wife Hilda turned up to Lunn Ave.
He parked his car in front of the truck and shone his headlights on the
roof of the house. He was subsequently arrested for failing to obey a police
order. He was in the district court for what was essentially a traffic offence.
Despite that, he and 20 Glen Innes people managed to stretch the hearing
out for three full days—giving space for the stories of the people who were
suffering. After six police witnesses (five of them cops) said their piece, 12
more witnesses, eight of them Glen Innes residents sat in the dock and told
their stories. The stories were of the growing number of elderly dying from
the stresses of looming evictions over the last two years, of fathers who had
fought in the war and laid the concrete to their driveways, of garages built
for homes they were promised for life, the community that includes people
of every race, that provides some safety in precarious economic scenarios. Not
everyone who is fighting is in a Housing New Zealand tenant. Some of them
are safe. But their community is being disbanded, like Parnell was, like Grey
Lynn was, like Freeman’s Bay was.

For me, gentrification has cemented the idea that only the rich have
rights. The promises of the State are as empty as the community that once
stood in Glen Innes. B



Editorial Note

The Rebel Press collective would like to proffer a
sincere apology to Maori, and to the peoples of Te
Atiawa, Taranaki, Ngati Ruanui, Ngiti Tama and
Ngiti Mutunga in particular, in relation to our last
cover which featured three feathers known as te rau-
kura superimposed over an anarcho-communist flag.

Appropriation in art is extremely commonplace. Yet the
appropriation of indigenous iconography is not simply
a matter of the adoption of some specific elements of
one culture by a different cultural group. It is an issue
of power: specifically the power of Pakeha to adopt and
adapt things Maori and reinterpret them. Even done
with the best of intentions, if it is done without real
consent then it simply reinforces and perpetuates the
dramatically unequal power relations in our society.
For that we are very sorry; such acts are fundamentally
at odds with our beliefs.

We would also like to thank the patience of our con-
tributers to this issue; it’s been a rather long editorial
cycle this time round. We will endeavour to be more
punctual for issue Thirteen.






[=
o
=
=
.m

rebellion




